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PRESS RELEASE

THE HONORABLE MARTHA ANN LOTT ELECTED CHIEF JUDGE

Chief Judge-Elect Lott succeeds the Honorable FigldB. Smith as Chief Judge of th& udicial Circuit.
Chief Judge Smith has served as Chief Judge sB@®, 2nd his term will expire on Juné”3@009. Chief
Judge-Elect Lott will assume her new post on J&fy2009.

The Chief Judge is the administrative officer af ttourt and works closely with the Trial Court Adimstrator
to develop and implement court policy and procediihe Chief Judge is also responsible for the assemt of
judges to divisions, and represents the circuth@tocal and state level. The Chief Judge sefores term of
two years and is elected by the judiciary.

“| appreciate the support and confidence of myofeljudges. | look forward to working cooperativéityough
open dialogue. | am committed to ensuring thaBighth Judicial Circuit maintains the respect tvathave
been afforded for many years as an innovative #raeat circuit, built on fairness and a solid ista on the
side of justice,” Chief Judge-Elect Lott said.

Chief Judge-Elect Lott was elected to the Alachoar@@y bench in 1991, where she presided over Akachu
county criminal and civil cases before being elédtethe Circuit bench in 1997. Chief Judge-Eleit
graduated with a degree in psychology from the ®rsity of Florida in 1974, and received her J.Drrirthe
Levin College of Law, University of Florida in 198Prior to being elected to the bench, the judgeked as a
criminal and civil attorney in the"8Circuit for 10 years.



During her time with the'8Circuit, Chief Judge-Elect Lott has served as Adstiative Judge in both Family
and Criminal divisions. In addition to her judicéssignments, the judge is involved in continugelgication
for members of the judiciary, and has presentedanious topics at the Advanced Judicial CollegeyNedges
College as well as both County and Circuit Judgassf€ences in the areas of civil, family and criadilaw.
Chief Judge-Elect Lott has also been instrumentlbih local and statewide efforts to pass reswigtand
legislation to secure funding to improve the justsystem where it involves persons with mentatgh)
recently resulting in the award of a $1,000,000hguesed to fund a Forensic Diversion Team in Alachu
County.

Chief Judge-Elect Lott is currently Administrativedge of the Criminal Division. Her assignmentudes
Alachua Criminal, Gilchrist Criminal and circuit-te Post-Conviction Relief cases. Chief Judge-Hletit
also serves on the Public Safety Coordinating Cibuhe Delta workgroup, Florida’s Partners in @js
Florida’s Substance Abuse and Mental Health Cotporaand the Criminal Justice, Mental Health and
Substance Abuse Reinvestment Committee among others



