Eighth Judicial Circuit of Florida

For Immediate Release
Contact: Michael Reeves, Public Information Officer
Court Administration
Email: reevesm@circuit8.org
Phone: (352) 384-3012

PRESS RELEASE

VETERANSTREATMENT COURT GRADUATION

On Tuesday, February’32015, at 3:15 p.m., the Alachua County Veteramsffnent Court
Program, presided over by Circuit Court Judge PhAL Pena, will hold the inaugural Veterans
Treatment Court graduation ceremony in Courtroonofithe Alachua County Family and Civil
Justice Center.

The first Veterans Treatment Court was establish&uffalo, New York in 2008. This specialty
court was established to better focus on U.S. aeteand the issues they often face with
associated military disorders such as post traunséieess disorder, brain trauma or substance
abuse. Veterans Court allows participating vetetha®pportunity to address these issues in a
forum that best understands their special needstetdhas access to various treatment
alternatives.

Veterans Treatment Court in Alachua County washéisteed primarily based upon the strong
support and efforts of Senator Rob Bradley. Serfatadley played an essential role in

allocating recurring funding in the state budget\feterans Courts in Alachua, Clay, Duval,
Okaloosa, Orange, Pasco and Pinellas CountiesoWithis help and support, the Eighth

Judicial Circuit would be unable to fund its VetesaCourt. “Florida is home to many veterans.
Unfortunately, some suffer from mental health amolsséance abuse issues that developed during
their service. When these issues lead them dowwithieg path, it's appropriate to give them a
helping hand. The Veteran’'s Court program doesthattand I'm pleased that we now have a
program for veterans in this circuit. It gives theteserving people the tools they need to get
back on the right path,” said Senator Bradley.

The first court event was held in November of 20h3he last fifteen months, the Veterans
Treatment Court Program has continued to grow. ddfindhe collaboration and efforts of many,
including but not limited to: Court Administratidar the Eighth Judicial Circuit; the State
Attorney’s Office; Office of the Public Defenderja&hua County Court Services; the Veterans
Health Administration, and Meridian Behavioral Hbabervices, the necessary structure and
services have been and will continue to be providdtie participating veterans.



