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EIGHTH CIRCUIT CHIEF JUDGE TOBY S. MONACO RETIRING 
 

GAINESVILLE, ALACHUA COUNTY, FL – After 18 years of service to the Eighth Judicial Circuit, which 

includes, Alachua, Baker, Bradford, Gilchrist, Levy, and Union counties, Chief Judge Toby S. Monaco will retire 

on December 31, 2018. 

 

Judge Monaco graduated from the University of Florida with a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology in 1970 and from 

The University of Florida College of Law in 1973. Before being elected to the bench in 2001, he practiced law in 

Gainesville for over 25 years and was regarded as one of the premier civil trial practitioners in the area. He was 

a founding board member of both the Adkins and Bennett Inns of Court. 

 

During his tenure on the bench, Judge Monaco presided over family, dependency, delinquency, civil, and probate 

cases throughout the Eighth Judicial Circuit. He served as Administrative Judge for the Family and the Circuit 

Civil divisions and was unanimously elected to serve as Chief Judge beginning in January 2017.  

 

Judge Monaco’s service extended beyond the Eighth Circuit where he served on the Legislative Coordinating 

Committee of the Circuit Judges’ Conference Judicial Needs Assessment Committee, as well as temporary 

assignments on the First and Fourth District Courts of Appeals.  

 

During his tenure, Chief Judge Monaco has overseen the rapid expansion of technological advancements in the 

court, improvements to the court’s service to unrepresented litigants, and the development of innovative tools to 

effectively and efficiently manage court cases.  

 

Following his unanimous election by his peers, Judge James P. Nilon will assume the duties of Chief Judge of 

the Eighth Judicial Circuit on January 1, 2019.   

 

For additional information, contact the Public Information Officer at cainc@circuit8.org or at (352) 264-7080. 
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