THE EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF FLORIDA
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 5.1121

PARENTING COORDINATION IN FAMILY LAW CASES

WHEREAS, children caught in the middle of high paat conflict are more likely to be
harmed,

WHEREAS, it is the public policy of the State obRtla to assure that each minor child has
frequent and continuing contact with both pareftexr dhe parents separate or the marriage of the
parties is dissolved and to encourage parents dcedthe rights, responsibilities, and joys of
childrearing;

WHEREAS, parenting coordination is a process wheegbimpartial third person, called
a parenting coordinator, helps the parties impldittamr parenting plan by facilitating the resodurti
of disputes between parents and/or legal guardmogiding education, making recommendations
to the parties and, with the prior approval of plagties and the court, making decisions within the
scope of the court order of appointment;

WHEREAS, the use of parenting coordinators promibte®est interests of minor children
and their parents in high conflict cases by redytie duration and severity of parental conflict,

thereby protecting children from the harmful eféeaf such conflict;
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WHEREAS, parenting coordinators provide a formltdraative dispute resolution
that enhances the purposes of chapter 61, Flordat8s, including section 61.13(2)(b)1;

WHEREAS, the Florida Supreme Court adopted a ggignmnciple encouraging a family
court process to "empower families through skiky@lopment, assist them to resolve their own
disputes, provide access to appropriate servicespHer a variety of dispute resolution forums
where the family can resolve problems without addél emotional trauma,” In re Report of the
Family Court Steering Committee (Family Courts Y94 So. 2d 518, 522 (Fla. 2001);

WHEREAS, the adoption of the following provisionsllwprovide for the proper
administration of parenting coordination withingaircuit;

THEREFORE, it is hereby

ORDERED that:
1. With the consent of the parties, the court aggyoint a parenting coordinator to assist them to
effectively implement existing court orders on sswf shared parenting, as provided for in this
Administrative Order and the Order of Referral sydhting Coordinator [Attachment A] when:

A. The parties have failed to adequately implenkeir parenting plan in relation to the
child(ren) who are subject(s) of the proceedings;

B. Mediation has not been successful or has ltktarmined by the court to be
inappropriate;

C. The court finds that the appointment p&eenting coordinator is necessary to protect
the child(ren) from harm caused by the parentkiraito implement the parenting plan;

D. The parties can afford to pay for the pting coordinator's services or the services

of the parenting coordinator can be provided agxymense to the parties; and
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E. The court has entered a temporary or firggiosetting out the nature and extent of the
contact between the child(ren) and each pareneifredter the "Parenting Plan").
2. Parenting coordinators shall not be agedim chapter 39 or chapter 741 proceedings.
3. Before appointing a parenting coordinatoe,court should consider any domestic violence,
injunction for protection, other known history afrainal violence, or other known indication of
danger, and assess whether there appear to besaeg which might compromise the safety of the
parties, their child(ren), the parenting coordinaty any other person, or in any other manner
compromise the integrity of the parenting coorddngirocess. The court shall consider any
heightened safety risk or imbalance of power ofiegsent during the pendency of a temporary
Parenting Plan. If the court finds any circumsenthat appear to compromise the safety of any
person or the integrity of the process, the ccuatl ot appoint a parenting coordinator.
4. After the appointment of the parenting cooadior, the court should terminate the parenting
coordination process if the court finds domestmemce issues or any other circumstances that
appear to compromise the safety of any personeointiegrity of the process.
5. The parenting coordination process shatidather confidential nor privileged.
6. Prior to appointing the parenting coorttngthe court shall explain the parenting coortiora
process to the parties, including the role of #epting coordinator, the continuing responsileti
of the court, and the non-confidential nature ef plarenting coordination process. If both parties
are represented by counsel, the court may diraects®l to provide this explanation to the parties.
The Order Appointing Parenting Coordinator shadloastate clearly the role of the parenting

coordinator.
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7. Within 10 days of referral to parenting mtination, the parties may agree upon a parenting
coordinator who meets the qualifications listedlaglor someone who, in the opinion of the parties
and upon approval by the court, is otherwise giealiby training or experience to serve as a
parenting coordinator for the case.
8. If the parties cannot agree on a paremaagdinator within 10 days, the court will appant
parenting coordinator who meets all of the follogvgualifications:

A. Licensure as a mental health professionaymant to chapters 490 or 491, Florida
Statutes, or licensure as a physician pursuarttdpter 458, Florida Statutes, with
certification by the American Board of PsychiatnddNeurology;

B. Three years of post-licensure practice;

C. Completion of a Florida Supreme Court certifigohfly mediation training program;
and

D. A minimum of 20 hours of parenting cooration training covering all of the learning
objectives provided in Attachment B: Comprehenshaeenting Coordination Training.
Service as a parenting coordinator in four or noaiges before [the date proposal adopted] may be
substituted for the requirements of paragraphs @& Bnif the parenting coordinator also has
completed a minimum of four hours of domestic unake training provided by the Florida Coalition
Against Domestic Violence or another training pesgrapproved by the Florida Supreme Court.
9. The court shall not appoint a person teesas parenting coordinator who, in any jurisdictio

A. Has been convicted or had adjudication withhada charge of child abuse, child

neglect, domestic violence, parental kidnapinghtgrference with custody;
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B. Has admitted to having, or has been founddmouat in a child protection hearing to have,
abused, neglected, or abandoned a child;

C. Has consented to an adjudication or a withhaflchdjudication of a petition for
dependency; or

D. Is or has been a respondent in a final ord@ratection against domestic violence.
A parenting coordinator shall report to the conmriediately if any of the circumstances described
in 9(A) - 9(D) occur, and the court shall appoirmew parenting coordinator if the process is to
continue.
10. For the purposes of this Administrative @ydenon-substantive change is a modification to
the Parenting Plan that does not

A. Significantly change the quantity or decreds=duality of time the child spends with
each parent;

B. Modify the designation of primary or secondeggidential parent or rotating custody
status established in the Parenting Plan;

C. Modify the overall designation of shared oresoarental responsibility; or

D. Modify or add any terms of supervised visitatio
11. The court may order the parenting coordmizto

A. Monitor implementation of a voluntary or coutdered Parenting Plan or parenting
schedule;

B. Facilitate the resolution of disputes regardimgimplementation of the Parenting Plan

or parenting issues, provided such resolution doesvolve a substantive change to the Parenting
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Plan. If there is a history of domestic violenti®e parenting coordinator shall not facilitate
negotiation of any issue unless the court has méidding on the record that the history of doneesti
violence will not compromise the negotiation pracelf the court has authorized the facilitation of
negotiation when there is a history of domestidenoe, the facilitation process shall not involve
one party negotiating directly with the other oz fharties being required to be present in the same
place;

C. Recommend to parents strategies for implemegiii@ Parenting Plan, the schedule, or
resolving other parenting issues. Such recommanrdamay include that one or both parents avail
themselves of accessible and appropriate commrgsources, including but not limited to random
drug screens, parenting classes, and individualhmtlierapy or family counseling, if there is a
history or evidence that such referrals are apjatar

D. Recommend to the parents changes to the Pagdtian that do not involve a substantive
change;

E. Educate the parents to effectively:

l. Parent in a manner that minimizes conflicts;

ii. Communicate and negotiate with each othertaed child(ren);

iii. Develop and apply appropriate parenting skills

iv. Understand principles of child development &wlies facing child(ren)
when parents no longer live together;

v. Disengage from the other parent when engageleads to conflicts and

non-cooperation;

vi. Identify the sources of their conflict with dacther and work jointly to minimize
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conflict and lessen its deletesi@ffects on the child(ren); and
vii. Allow the child(ren) to grow up free from thiereat of being caught in the middle
of their parents'alites,

F. Report to the court regarding compliance wiit parenting coordination process that
could include recommendations to the court conogriiow to more effectively implement the
parenting coordination process;

G. Report to the court the extent of parents' d@npe with other court orders [therapy,
drug tests, child therapy] without providing a mresoendation on what should be done regarding
any lack of compliance;

H. Identify to the court the need for a decismma particular parenting issue but not
recommend the specific resolution of the decision;

I. Communicate with the parents and their chéddjr separately or together, in person, by
telephone, or by e-mail; and

J. Provide information to health care providerd arental health providers for the parents
and the child(ren), and to any other third paridd®en reasonably deemed necessary by the parenting
coordinator.

12. With the express consent of the partiespradided that there is no history or evidence of
domestic violence which would make any of the fwllag inappropriate, the court order appointing
the parenting coordinator may

A. Provide the parenting coordinator with tempgm@ecision-making authority to resolve
non-substantive disputes between the parties suth time as a court order is entered modifying

the decision.
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B. Authorize the parenting coordinator to haveess to confidential and privileged records;
and

C. Authorize the parenting coordinator to makenemendations to the court concerning
non-substantive modifications to the Parenting Plan
13. A parenting coordinator may not serve in ahthe following roles for any party or other
immediate family member for whom the parenting damator is providing or has provided
parenting coordination services:

A. Custody evaluator or investigator;

B. Mediator pursuant to chapter 44, Florida Ststut

C. Psychotherapist;

D. Guardian ad litem;

E. Attorney; or

F. Visitation Supervisor.
14. A parenting coordinator may not:

A. Address financial matters between the parties;

B. Make a recommendation to the court as to atanlive change in the Parenting Plan;

C. Modify the substantive rights of the partisgaovided in the parenting agreement or
other valid order;

D. If domestic violence is present or suspedbeidg the parties within proximity of each
other or facilitate party communication that coatdate the opportunity for violence or abuse or
otherwise compromise the parenting coordinatiorcgss;

E. Release confidential information, which is ethise protected, that the parenting
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coordinator has received from other professionaisjgt as may be ordered by the court or expressly
agreed to by the necessary parties.

15. A parenting coordinator is not required tovide crisis intervention services or provide
services during evenings or weekends.

16. The parenting coordinator shall work withthbarents to resolve conflicts and may
recommend appropriate resolution to the partiedlagidlegal counsel prior to the parents seeking
court action. In addition to complying with mamaly reporting requirements pursuant to chapters
39 and 415, Florida Statutes, the parenting coatdinhowever, shall immediately communicate
with the court, with concurrent notice to the pasticounsel or a guardian ad litem, in the event of
an emergency in which:

A. A party or child is anticipated to suffer orsigffering abuse, neglect, or abandonment as
defined in chapter 39, Florida Statutes;

B. A party or someone acting on his or her belakéxpected to wrongfully remove or is
wrongfully removing the child from the other parand or the jurisdiction of the court without prior
court approval. Wrongful removal is defined as tking, keeping, or concealing of a child or
children by a parent, other family member, or peacting on behalf of the parent or family member
that deprives another individual of his or her odgtor visitation rights. While removal of a child
may not be wrongful if a court later determineg thparent fled to another state or another lonatio
within the state to avoid domestic violence, theepting coordinator shall report such removal to
the court in such a manner that does not jeopatdesafety of anyone.

C. A party obtains a final order of protection imgadomestic violence pursuant to chapter
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741, Florida Statutes, or is arrested for an adbaiestic violence as defined in chapter 741, &ori
Statutes.

17. The parenting coordinator shall not commusieeth the court without prior notice to the
parties.

18. The parenting coordinator is appointed utisitharged by the court or as provided in therorde
of appointment. The parenting coordinator maywadpkctly to the court for a discharge and shall
provide the parties and counsel with notice othyication for discharge. The court may discharge
the parenting coordinator without a hearing un&tger party requests a hearing in writing within
10 days on the application for discharge.

19. Either party may seek to suspend or terraittat parenting coordination process by filing a
motion with the court. The parenting coordinatsgsvices may not be terminated by either of the
parties without order of the court.

ORDERED on 13" December 2006.

/s
Frederick D. Smith, Chief Judge
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE JUDICIAURCUIT IN AND
FOR COUNTY, FLORIDA
FAMILY DIVISION

IN RE: THE MARRIAGE OF

Petitioner,
and CASE NO.
DIV.

Respondent.

ORDER OF REFERRAL TO PARENTING COORDINATOR

This matter came before the courthm t day of ,20__ . The court

has determined that this case is appropriate foenpag coordination in accordance with
Administrative Order 5.1121 and with consent of plaeties. It is ORDERED:

1. Parenting Coordinator, Whose name, addresplamige number are:

is hereby appointed as Parenting Coordinator ferpiérties with regard to the following minor

child(ren) whose names and ages are:

2. Parties and Counsel

The father is whose address is

and whose phone nusnber . Heis
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represented by

The motheris , velologess is

,and whose

phone number is . She is represegted

3. Expense Shared Equally

If the court determines that the partiave the financial abilities to pay the feeshef t
parenting coordinator and unless otherwise orderadh parent shall be responsible for paying
one-half of the costs of the parenting coordinafbine fees and costs shall be paid directly to the
parenting coordinator as and when requested bydhenting coordinator. The court reserves
jurisdiction to re-allocate the parties' resporigibs for fees and costs based upon the parbdgla
to pay or if there is inequitable usage or abuskeparenting coordination process as substadtiate
by the parenting coordinator. The parenting cawthir shall not proceed until he/she is satisfied
with the terms and conditions of the payment fertrer services and unless all of his/her fees and
costs are paid by the parties in a timely manneordsred. In the event of nonpayment, the
parenting coordinator shall write a letter to tbert and the court will schedule a case management
conference.
4.  Parenting Coordinator's Role and Respditghbi
4.1 Forthe purposes of Parenting Coordinaiamn-substantive change is a modification to the
Parenting Plan that does not: 1) significantly geatine quantity or decrease the quality of time the
child spends with each parent; 2) modify the destign of primary or secondary residential parent

or rotating custody status established in the Riagglan; 3) modify the overall designation of
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shared or sole parental responsibility; or 4) mpdifadd any terms of supervised visitation.
4.2 The parenting coordinator shall have thie¥ahg roles and responsibilities:

A. Monitor implementation of a voluntary or cbordered Parenting Plan or parenting
schedule;

B. Facilitate the resolution of disputes regagdhe implementation of the Parenting Plan,
the schedule, or parenting issues, provided swsdiutton does not involve a substantive change to
the Parenting Plan. If there is a history of damesolence, the parenting coordinator shall not
facilitate negotiation of any issue unless the thas made a finding on the record that the history
of domestic violence will not compromise the negttin process. If the court has authorized the
facilitation of negotiation when there is a histofydomestic violence, the facilitation processlisha
not involve one party negotiating directly with thimer or the parties being required to be present
in the same place;

C. Recommend to parents strategies for impléimgthe Parenting Plan or resolving other
parenting issues. Such recommendations may inthad@ne or both parents avail themselves of
accessible and appropriate community resourcdsdimg, but not limited to, random drug screens,
parenting classes, and individual psychotherafgroily counseling, if there is a history or evidenc
that such referrals are appropriate;

D. Recommend to the parents non-substantiveggsto the Parenting Plan;

E. Educate the parents to effectively:

(i) Parentin a manner that minimizes conflicts;

(i) Communicate and negotiate with each otherthed child(ren);
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(iif) Develop and apply appropriate parenting skill

(iv) Understand principles of child developmend assues facing child(ren) when their

parents no longer live together;

(v) Disengage from the other parent when engageleads to conflicts and

non-cooperation;

(vi) Identify the sources of their conflict with@aother and work jointly to minimize

conflict and lessen its deletes effects on the child(ren); and

(vii)Allow the child(ren) to grow up free from thireat of being caught in the middle of

their parents’ disputes

F. Report to the court regarding compliance \hth parenting coordination process that
could include recommendations to the court abowttioanore effectively implement the parenting
coordination process;

G. Report to the court the extent of the pareotsipliance with other court orders [therapy,
drug tests, child therapy] without providing a nrecoendation on what should be done regarding
any lack of compliance;

H. Identify to the court the need for a decisiona particular parenting issue but not
recommend the specific resolution of the decision;

I.  Communicate with the parents and their ¢héld), separately or together, in person, by
telephone, or by e-mail;

J. Provide information to health care providerd mental health providers for the parents
and the child(ren), and to any other third partien reasonably deemed necessary by the parenting

coordinator.
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4.3 With the consent of the parties and provithed there is no history or evidence of domestic
violence which would make any of the following ipappriate, the parenting coordinator shall have
these additional responsibilities and accesstified by the judge:

A. Temporary decision-making authority teotee non-substantive disputes

between the parties until suatetias a court order is entered modifying the

decision.
B. Access to confidential and privilegecbres.
- C. Making recommendations to the counteonng non-substantive modifications
to the ParentingrPla
5. Parenting Coordinator Limitations
5.1 A parenting coordinator may not serve in afihe following roles for any party or another

member of the family for whom the parenting cooadian is providing or has provided parenting

coordination services:
A.  Custody evaluator or investigator
B.  Mediator pursuant to chapter 44, Floridat&es
C.  Psychotherapist
D. Guardian Ad Litem
E. Attorney
F. Visitation Supervisor
5.2. A parenting coordinator may not:

A. Address financial matters between the psytie
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B. Make a recommendation to court as to atanbige change in the Parenting Plan;

C. Modify the substantive rights of the par@ssprovided in the parenting agreement or
other valid order;

D. If domestic violence is present or saspe, bring the parties within proximity of each
other or facilitate party communication which wouatéate the opportunity for violence or abuse or
otherwise compromise the parenting coordinatiorcgss;

E. Release confidential information, which isethise protected, that the parenting
coordinator has received from other professionaisggt as may be ordered by the court or expressly
agreed to by the necessary parties.

5.3. A parenting coordinator is not requireditovide crisis counseling or provide services during

evenings or weekends.

6. Scheduling. Each parent is responsibledatacting the parenting coordinator within 10glay

of this order to schedule an initial meeting. Sthgent appointments may be scheduled at the
request of the parents or at the request of thengiag coordinator. In most instances such mesgting

will take place during normal business hours; haaveevery effort should be made to schedule

appointments at mutually convenient times.

7. Emergency Communication with the Court

7.1 The parenting coordinator shall work withtbparents to resolve conflicts and may recommend

appropriate resolution to the parties and thegllegunsel prior to the parents seeking court actio
In addition to complying with the mandatory repagtrequirements pursuant to chapters 39 and

415, Florida Statutes, the parenting coordinatmndver, shall immediately communicate with the
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court, with concurrent notice to the parties, calner a guardian ad litem, in the event of an
emergency in which:

A. A party or child is anticipated to suffer arauffering abuse, neglect, or abandonment as
defined in chapter 39, Florida Statutes;

B. A party or someone acting on hiser behalf, is expected to wrongfully remove or is
wrongfully removing the child from the other paramid the jurisdiction of the court without prior
court approval. Wrongful removal is defined as tking, keeping, or concealing of a child or
children by a parent, other family member, or peiscting on behalf of the parent or family member
that deprives another individual of his or her odgtor visitation rights. While removal of a child
may not be wrongful if a court later determineg thparent fled to another state or another lonatio
within the state to avoid domestic violence, theepting coordinator shall report such removal to
the court in such a manner that does not jeopatdesafety of anyone;

C. A party obtains a final order obfaction against domestic violence pursuant to tenap
741, Florida Statutes, or is arrested for an adbaiestic violence as defined in chapter 741, &ori
Statutes.
7.2 The parenting coordinator shall not commuwieeth the court without prior notice to the
parties.
8. Domestic Violence. If, during the paregtecoordination process, the court finds domestic
violence issues which appear to compromise theysaf@any person or the integrity of the process,
the court will terminate the process.

9. Parenting Coordinator Reports and AppeasntCourt
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9.1 Copies of all parenting coordinator's reptotshe court shall be sent to the parties, their
attorneys, and the guardian ad litem. The pargmoordinator's reports are not confidential and
may be presented to the court by the parties onsmllaccording to rules of evidence. In cases
where there is a history domestic violence, themiang coordinator shall take necessary steps to
protect certain personal information about theindhat may be necessary to protect the safety of
the victim and integrity of the parenting coordinatprocess.

9.2 If either party wants the parenting coortbn#o testify on any matter, he or she must fitst

a motion and notice of hearing and show good cause motion and at the hearing why the court
should require the coordinator to testify. Therdamator must be given a copy of the motion and
notice of hearing. The requesting party shallahyt be responsible to compensate the parenting
coordinator for his or her attendance at court.

9.3 During the term of appointment of the parentoordinator, the court will schedule status
conferences to monitor the parenting coordinati@tegss.

9.4 The parenting coordinator shall not be dadle a witness in any court proceeding regarding
change of primary residence except by order oftdoassed on good cause shown in exceptional
cases.

9.5 A parenting coordinator who is called taifgsn a court proceeding is not automatically
disqualified from participating in further parerginoordination efforts with the family. However,
following such testimony, the court in its discogtimay order substitution of a new parenting
coordinator or the parenting coordinator may vauht determine that such substitution would be

in the best interest of the child(ren).
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10. Terms of Appointment.

10.1 The parenting coordinator is appointed udiiicharged by the court. The parenting
coordinator may apply directly to the court forisatharge and shall provide the parties and counsel
with notice of the application for discharge. Tdwart may discharge the parenting coordinator
without a hearing unless either party requestsaargin writing within 10 days on the application
for discharge.

10.2 Either party may seek to suspend or termithetgarenting coordination process by filing a
motion with the court. The parenting coordinatsgsvices may not be terminated by either of the
parties without order of the court.

10.3 In the event that the parenting coordinaatischarged, the court will furnish a copy of the
termination to the parenting coordinator and theigs

11. Reservation of Jurisdiction or IncorporatidiNegotiated or Agreed Matters into Enforceable
Court Orders. One of the goals of the parentiraydioator is to encourage parties to harmoniously
resolve shared parenting issues without the needoiart intervention. The parties may desire,
however, to memorialize an agreement and havafiechand approved by court order. There may
be occasions when the parties deem it prudentue aaegotiated or agreed matter memorialized
in an enforceable court order. The parties, ar toinsel if they are represented, may accomplish
this by filing a stipulation signed by both parteesd a proposed order. In that instance, the court
will determine whether a hearing is required.

This court specifically reserves jurisdiction td@wge the terms and conditions of this Order and to

modify same according to law.
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ORDERED in , Floridalue t __ day of ,

CIRO JUDGE

Pursuant to Rule 12.080, Fla. Fam. Law Rule, conéar copies have been mailed this ___ day of
, to the following:

Attorney for Petitioner
Attorney for Respondent
Parenting Coordinator
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Attachment B: Comprehensive Parenting Coordinafi@ining

A Comprehensive Training Program in Parenting Cioattbn shall be a minimum of 20 hours in
length and shall include all of the following togic

A. Parenting Coordination Concepts and Ethics

1. principles and functions which define the pamgntioordinator's role and distinguish
it from the other forms of dispute resolution ivemtion

2. limitations of the parenting coordinator

3. examples of ethical dilemmas that may confronémiéng coordinators and how to
avoid them.

4, ethical issues concerning the parenting cootdiealisclosure and non-disclosure
both in relation to the entire parenting coordioafprocess and separate sessions within the process

5. responding to complaints against the parentimgdinator

6. understanding concepts of confidentiality andvilgge regarding information

obtained by the parenting coordinator

B  Family Dynamics in Separation and Divorce

1. impact divorce has on individuals and on famipaimics and the implications for
the parenting coordination process

2. psychological research and theories applicaltleeanterventions for families that
display high conflict co-parenting patterns

3. impact of emotions on a party's ability to effeely participate in the parenting
coordination process

4, impact of grandparents, stepparents and signifathers on family systems and the
parenting coordination process

5. needs of children and the effects of divorcehairtrelationships with their mother,
father, step families, siblings and others in @maify relationship

6. impact the parenting coordination process caa bavhe child(ren)'s well-being and

behavior and recognize when and how to involvedectii in the parenting coordination process
7. concepts of co-parenting and shared parentabnssgplity

8. child(ren)'s developmental stages and how thiterdo divorce and parenting
arrangements
9. impact of parental conflict on child(ren)'s wi#ing, and the phenomena of parental

alienation and estrangement and its many caus#sding bona fide parental abuse and/or neglect
10.  options for parenting arrangements which comdite needs of the child(ren) and
each parent's capacity to parent

C. Parenting Coordination Process

1. stages and components of the parenting coordimptocess including "teaching,"
"facilitation,"” and "arbitration” stages, and whamd how to switch between stages

2. role of the parenting coordinator in structurihg parenting coordination process

3. personal experiences, biases, prejudices, aled styich are the product of one's

background which may affect the ability to offergrating coordination services
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4, socio-economic, cultural, racial, ethnic, agedg, religious, sexual orientation and
disability issues which may arise in parenting dowation and/or affect the parties' negotiatiomesty
ability or willingness to engage in the parentimgiination process

5. situations in which participation of non-partiesg.: grandparents, children, new
spouses) may be necessary in the parenting cotiatin@ocess

6. identification of issues which are appropriategarenting coordination and those
that are not appropriate

7. identification of individuals who are appropeato participate in the parenting
coordination process and those who may not be pppte

8. situations in which the parenting coordinatongticuggest that the parties contact

independent legal counsel, postpone or cancel dnenfing coordination session, suspend the
parenting coordination process, or refer the patbeother resources.

9. special needs of the pro se party.

10. appropriate interaction between thempiamg coordinator and parties' attorneys and
the elements and impact of the attorney/clientiaiahip on the parenting coordination process

D. Parenting Coordination Techniques
1. empathy, building rapport, establishing trustjisg a cooperative tone, sympathetic
listening and questioning, empowering parties, r@maaining non-judgmental

2. creating, developing, monitoring, and modifyam&arenting Plan

3. use of outside experts

4, assisting parties in deciding on appropriate camity and social service resources,
including for domestic violence situations

5. clarifying party's unproductive behavior and Hargldifficult situations

6. applying useful psychological research and fles@moncerning parents, children and
families that apply to the parenting coordinatioagqess

7. setting boundaries as a parenting coordinatatuding how to construct safety

procedures for those participating in the parentagrdination process, particularly if there is
evidence of domestic violence

8. maintaining appropriate records

9. avoiding burn-out by understanding effects ofidoglients on the parenting
coordinator

10. promoting awareness by the parties of the isterepersons affected by actual or
potential agreements who are not represented dtirengarenting coordination process.

E. Family Court Procedures

1. role of the parenting coordinator as an extensfdhe court
2. forms pertaining to parenting coordination arrdwt specific procedures
3. legal concepts such as geographic relocationtadx@ distribution, modification,

impact of parenting time on child support calcwas, due process, ex parte communication, and
privilege
4, statutory constraints where domestic violencstexi
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5. reasons that a parenting coordinator should meehn appointment, withdraw or
request appropriate assistance when the factdrandistances of the case are beyond the parenting
coordinator's skill or experience

6. roles of other professional disciplines in theepéing coordination process and
promotion of cooperation between parenting cootdirsaand other professionals, including
attorneys and GALs

7. interface with the court system, including thp@ptment and discharge process of
a parenting coordinator

F.  Domestic Violence, Child Abuse and Negkead Other Special Needs

1. ramifications of domestic violence on the pamgtoordination process including
the impact domestic violence has on the partiestagidcapacity to participate meaningfully in the
parenting coordination sessions

2. impact of and restrictions imposed by an injumtfior protection against domestic
violence, a party's criminal arrest or convictidrdomestic violence or other evidence of domestic
violence, on the parties' interaction with eacheotind their child(ren).

3. indicators of domestic violence

4, impact of domestic violence on children

5. identify appropriate courses of action when comiied with domestic violence during
the parenting coordination process

6. impact of substance abuse on the parenting guirdn process

7. appropriate courses of action when confrontedh witbstance abuse during the
parenting coordination process.

8. implications of a referral of parties to servitm=child or vulnerable adult protection,

and the issue of confidentiality as it appliesdote
9. American with Disabilities Act (ADA) requiremengnd strategies for handling
situations when faced with disability issues orcsgleneeds, including the need for interpreters

10. impact of the involvement of the Department bfl@en and Families or pending
dependency proceedings on the parties' interaeatittheach other and their child(ren)
11. indicators of child abuse and/or neglect argtiocess and duty to report allegations

of child abuse and/or neglect.



