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PRESS RELEASE
First Mental Health Court Graduation in Bradford County

BRADFORD COUNTY, FL — On Tuesday, July 2, 2019, Bradford County’s Mental Health Court team will hold
their first Mental Health Court Graduation at 3:00 p.m. at the Bradford County Courthouse.

Mental Health Court is a diversionary court for individuals with a diagnosed mental health disorder who have
been charged with certain misdemeanors or third-degree felonies. The participants agree to abide by a treatment
plan with a designated treatment provider. After adhering to the treatment plans, orders of the Court, and
progressing through the three phases of the Program, the State of Florida dismisses the charges. By providing
defendants access to the least restrictive treatment, training, and support services necessary to reduce recidivism
and ensure public safety, the program is designed to divert the mentally ill and developmentally disabled
defendants from jail and to expedite legal case processing through the criminal justice system. The Judiciary, the
State Attorney’s Office, the Public Defender’s Office, and treatment providers that work with the defendants are
all partners in this grant-funded program.

Participation in Mental Health Court Program is voluntary. The average length of Mental Health Court is four to
six months.

For additional information, contact the Public Information Officer at cainc@circuit8.org or at (352) 264-7080.
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