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PRESS RELEASE
Alachua County Adult Felony Drug Court Celebrates 27 Years of Success

ALACHUA COUNTY, FL - May is National Drug Court Month. The first operational Drug Court was established
in 1989, and this year marks thirty (30) years of national success. The Drug Court model has been used as a
foundation of treatment courts throughout the nation.

Alachua County established its Adult Felony Drug Court 27 years ago and is currently presided over by the
Honorable Circuit Judge Phillip A. Pena and the Honorable County Court Judge Walter M. Green. The program
provides an alternative to incarceration and is based on a therapeutic rather than punitive model. Since the
inception of Drug Court, the Eighth Judicial Circuit has further created a Specialty Courts Division, which
includes Misdemeanor Mental Health Court, Felony Forensics, and Veterans Treatment Court. These treatment
courts assist participants in addressing the underlying cause of their criminal behavior and how to make positive
lifestyle changes, which ultimately results in lower rates of recidivism and savings to the taxpayer.

Adult Felony Drug Court is a partnership between the Eighth Judicial Circuit Court, the Office of the State
Attorney, the Office of the Public Defender, the Alachua County Department of Court Services, defense attorneys,
the Alachua County Clerk’s Office, and local treatment providers. Drug Court offers both Pretrial Diversion and
Post-Plea programs for individuals who have been arrested and charged with substance abuse related offenses.
The program is a minimum of 1 year however; the average length of time participants remain in the program is
between 15 to 16 months.

For additional information, contact the Public Information Officer at cainc@circuit8.org or at (352) 264-7080.
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